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Down...but out? 

Clement Desalle makes the worst possible start 
to the Grand Prix of Sweden during qualification 
as he falls on the shoulder he dislocated six days 
previously. The eighth round of the FIM Motocross 
world championship was probably the toughest 
race in the short career of the Belgian. He lost the 
lead in the MX1 standings but at least bagged some 
points; something he was unsure of when arriving 
at the circuit on Friday. Photo by Ray Archer 
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MotoGP 


50 years and still strong... 

Assen fell on the wrong side of OTOR’s schedul¬ 
ing but the huge celebration organised by Yamaha 
for their 50th anniversary with a parade, exhibition 
and, of course, the dedicatory liveries on the fac¬ 
tory Mis marked the seventh round of the MotoGP 
championship as something a little bit different. 
Ben Spies certainly picked the perfect time to win 
his maiden event; it was the first chequered flag 
owned by an American since 2006 

Photo by www.yamahamototgp.com 




















































AMA-MX 


J Clear view ahead... 

Blake Baggett is blazing his way through the 2011 
250 AMA National championship after joining 
the might of Pro Circuit last year. The eighteen 
year old Californian claimed RedBud last weekend 
and is trying to edge a gap in a series that is also 
bouncing between his team-mate Dean Wilson and 
Tyla Rattray, ’ll looks to be another cakewalk for 
the might green squad. ..Photo by Steve Cox 
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MotoGP 


MotoGP winner: Jorge Lorenzo, Yamaha 
Moto2 winner: Marc Marquez, Suter 
125cc winner: Nico Terol, Aprilia 


LORENZO BACK WITH 
















A BANG 


By Gavin Emmett, Photos by Monster Energy/Milagro, 

Honda Pro Images, www.yamahamotogp.com, Ducati Corse Press 


















Mugello counted on 
a bumper 80 , 000 + 
attendance 


O n race-day at Mugello the weather gods fi¬ 
nally took pity on MotoGP, and spared the 
championship a continuation of what had been 
a chilly and soggy start to 2011. The lashing 
rain had virtually washed out Friday’s second 
practice sessions, and its remnants had made 
Saturday’s qualifying a haphazard game of 
delicate timing. Nevertheless perfect summer 


conditions on Sunday afternoon at the most 
magnificent of racetracks meant fans were 
blessed with the battle of the season so far. 

At the halfway stage it didn’t necessarily look 
that way though, with a two-second advantage 
hinting at another formality for the peerless 
Casey Stoner, who was out in front once more 
after starting from pole. However the first GP 








of the year to be run on a hot surface led to its 
own difficulties for riders. The Australian began 
to suffer in the corners, especially on exit, and 
would later explain his struggle to maintain a 
lead as a mistake in the choice of tyre pres¬ 
sure, which the team had been advised to 
maintain at the same levels as in the cooler 
morning warm-up. 


Behind him Andrea Dovizioso had kept Jorge 
Lorenzo honest as he tracked and subsequent¬ 
ly overtook the World Champion. Dovizioso 
was delighting a partisan crowd of over 83,000 
as he set about Stoner, only for the fans’ boo- 
boy Lorenzo to return the pass on him and 
close in on the leader. 






Jorge Lorenzo’s title defence has been left 
somewhat in the media shadows by the off¬ 
track debates about aggressive riding, cold 
tyres and radioactivity in Japan, and with a 
single victory in the wet at Jerez to his name 
before the Italian Grand Prix, it is easy to see 
why. Yet his performance at Mugello could 
possibly prove a crucial turning point in this 


year’s championship. The Mallorcan quickly 
cut into Stoner’s advantage, smashing the 
circuit lap record in the process before hit¬ 
ting the front through a daring, yet clean, pass 
traversing the fast Casanova-Savelli esses on 
the 18th lap. 

He would go on to win by just under a sec¬ 
ond and cut the gap in the championship to 



19 points with the series reaching its halfway 
point in Germany next. Once Lorenzo was 
ahead there was nothing Stoner could do to 
stop the rot, and to add insult to injury his 
Repsol Honda team-mate Dovizioso would 
pass on the final lap to finish ahead of him 
for the first time this year and send the crowd 
into rapture. 


Trailing the front trio, Ben Spies won out in 
an entertaining ding-dong battle with home 
hero Marco Simoncelli, who fulfilled his pre¬ 
race promise to reach the chequered flag. The 
Italian has come under intense scrutiny in 
recent weeks and clearly has the potential to 
challenge for victories, but he still must dem¬ 
onstrate his ability to manage the Bridgestone 









DUCAT1 


tyres at the end (and beginning) of races to be 
able to cement his first podium finish. 

Next home was the tifosi’s hero Valentino 
Rossi, who was left to battle ignominiously 
with the impressive Hector Barbera. 

A shadow of the man who has claimed nine 
wins at Mugello, including seven in a row up to 


2008, Rossi and Ducati continue to struggle to 
find a suitable set-up for the GP11.1, and whilst 
some quarters were suggesting Rossi would 
search for a way out of his contract at the end 
of the year, more likely is the factory will re¬ 
double its efforts to create a race-winner for 
the Italian in 2012. 





























P55’\ j 


mam 


all 

" 1 E»j |> 




'• ~ . •* 


1 ^1 


I . ■- 
















SIC IN FIRING LINE AGAIN 

By Gavin Emmett 


M otoGP’s German broadcasters, Sportl, 
filmed a revealing moment prior to the 
Italian pre-event press conference, which 
showed Dani Pedrosa refusing the offer of a 
reconciliatory handshake from Marco Simon- 
celli. It was clear that the Spaniard was not in 
a forgiving mood. 

Subsequently, whilst sat alongside Simoncelli 
in the conference Pedrosa described the Italian 
as only having “hair in his head”, and com¬ 
mented that perhaps the San Carlo Honda 
rider’s own suggestion at Estoril that he could 
be arrested for any aggressive manoeuvres 
might not be too far off being required. 

Simoncelli’s retort was to dub both Pedrosa 
and Puig’s comments as “stupid” and insist the 
matter should be over, but once again it threw 


the spotlight on his performances this season. 
The entertaining if somewhat dopey Italian has 
promised so much in 2011 with his two pole 
positions and impressive practice pace. Yet so 
far he has failed to reap more than a trio of fifth 
places and received a degree of berating from 
several of his more illustrious colleagues. 

To add a little more spice to the pot, a picture 
emerged this weekend of the text message 
purportedly sent by Simoncelli to Pedrosa fol¬ 
lowing the incident between them at Barcelona, 
in which the Italian effusively apologises for the 
crash and offers clear-the-air talks with his Hon¬ 
da colleague. Pedrosa denies any knowledge of 
the message, whilst Simoncelli insists it was sent 
on May 20th. By the looks of things it wouldn’t 
have made a blind bit of difference to the Repsol 
Honda rider’s views of his rival anyway. 
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CLASSIFICATION & 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 



MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

2 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Honda 

3 

Casey Stoner, AUS 

Honda 

4 

Ben Spies, USA 

Yamaha 

5 

Marco Simoncelli, ITA 

Honda 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 8 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Casey Stoner 

152 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo 

133 

3 

Andrea Dovizioso 

119 

4 

Valentino Rossi 

091 

5 

Nicky Hayden 

077 
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Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Suter 

2 

Stefan Bradl, GER 

Kalex 

3 

Bradley Smith, GBR 

Tech3 

4 

Alex De Angelis, RSM 

Motobi 

5 

Andrea lannone, ITA 

Suter 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 8 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Stefan Bradl 

147 

2 

Marc Marquez 

095 

3 

Bradley Smith 

079 

4 

Simone Corsi 

076 

5 

Thomas Luthi 

066 


125cc RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Nico Terol, SPA 

Aprilia 

2 

Johann Zarco, FRA 

Derbi 

3 

Maverick Vinales, SPA 

Aprilia 

4 

Efren Vazquez, SPA 

Derbi 

5 

Hector Faubel, SPA 

Aprilia 


125cc CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 8 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Nico Terol 

153 

2 

Johann Zarco 

114 

3 

Maverick Vinales 

106 

4 

Jonas Folger 

101 

5 

Sandro Cortese 

098 


















































JAPAN DEBATE HEATS UP 


T he rescheduling of the Japanese GP for 
October 2nd still hangs in the balance with 
riders and organisers locked in a debate about 
the safety of racing at the Twin Ring Motegi 
circuit. 

16 of the 17 MotoGP riders, Hiroshi Aoyama 
aside, were signatories to a secret letter to 
Dorna and the FIM which questioned the 
planned visit to Japan, and requested an inves¬ 
tigation to be undertaken. 

It was a strange turn of events considering Dorna 
had already announced in association with IRTA 
at the Dutch TT that they had commissioned an 
Italian university to prepare a full and thorough 
independent assessment of the area. 


The riders’ worries stems from reports about 
the safety of travel to the track in light of the 
March 11th tsunami and subsequent nuclear 
disaster on the east coast of Japan and, more 
specifically, the Fukushima nuclear power 
plant, which is located some 140km from 
Motegi. 

The FIM responded to the letter with a press 
release reiterating their intention to go ahead 
with all their future sanctioned events in 
Japan; the Suzuka 8-hours, the Trial World 
Championship at Motegi and the MotoGP 
weekend. 

The results of the independent investigation 
are expected at the end of July. 
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TYRE ISSUES LEAVE ME COLD 

by Gavin Emmett 


T he clamour for a revision of the MotoGP 
tyre regulations reached fever pitch at 
Assen, with riders across the board request¬ 
ing some kind of modification to Bridgestone’s 
system for allocating tyres for each round. 

When the tyres are working and up to temper¬ 
ature the riders all love them, but there have 
been far too many “cold-tyre incidents” over 
the last couple of seasons, and clearly some¬ 
thing needs to be done. 

In the qualifying press conference at the Dutch 
track, a journalist put the question to the rid¬ 
ers present (Simoncelli, Spies, Stoner) if they 
would prefer the Bridgestone tyre that takes 
a couple of laps to warm up, but is consistent 
throughout the race, or a Pirelli-style tyre from 
World Superbike which works straight away 
but has a severe drop-off towards the end. 

I’m sure most fans would prefer the latter, 
guaranteeing late race-drama, however the rid¬ 
ers unanimously preferred a ‘Bridgestone that 
worked in the first couple of laps’. 

Although I too would love to see those late 
scraps for places, I’m inclined to agree this 
would be a better option, because it requires 
the constant development that Bridgestone offer 
(and one which is much more relevant for the 
road rider) and also means we get a truer result 
at the end of a race, rather than one decided by 
who was more conservative with their rubber. 

In fact, I think championship leader Casey 
Stoner got it about right. He is a staunch 


advocate of modifications to the ruling, but he 
understands the limitations Bridgestone has 
in producing a completely revised tyre. Where 
others demanded the tyres Bridgestone have 
already developed for next year, and which the 
riders sampled at tests in Estoril, Stoner made 
it clear he would be requesting a solution 
which was more cost-effective and realistic. 

The Aussie suggested a widening of the tem¬ 
perature operating range of the tyres being 
offered. So instead of the two options be¬ 
ing soft/medium, which he says are virtually 
interchangeable because of the overlap, he 
prefers a soft/hard, or extra-soft/medium as 
the offer. 

The riders prefer a tyre 
that works in the first 
laps... 

This could work on two levels, with tyres 
available to deal with more changeable condi¬ 
tions, but also meaning there could be a wider 
variety of choices from riders in the race and, 
hence, more opportunity for differing perfor¬ 
mances at the start and end of the races. 

However one important thing to remem¬ 
ber with this cold tyre issue is that in seven 
rounds (and before Mugello) it hasn’t actually 
been warm at any events so far - exacerbating 
the issue for riders, and especially for the likes 
of Toni Elfas who struggle to get heat into the 
tyre at the best of times. 



GRAND PRIX OF SWEDEN 

UPDEVALLA ■ JULY 3RD 


inner:VSteven frossard, Yamaha 




By Adam Wheeler; Photos by Ray Arche 



.\U% 


PP 



v* 













T he change of the MX1 guard came with a 
vicious flash of a rear wheel, a near-rub of 
plastic and another sizzling moment of tension 
between two rivals who have clashed before 
and will do so again. 

When Tony Cairoli relegated Clement Desalle 
to eighth position in the process of his resilient 
charge in the opening MX1 moto in Sweden it 
was done without mercy. The Sicilian closed 
the line of the factory Suzuki around Uddeval- 
la’s signature banked corner and in that instant 
the world champion went from ‘crashee’ to 
‘crusher’ of Desalle’s brief hope that Sweden 
would be a profitable exercise in damage limi¬ 
tation. 

The red plate that the Belgian had held for the 
previous four rounds approaching the eighth 
meeting of the year was transplanted onto the 
works KTM for the first time in 2011 and as 
Cairoli collected his fifth podium result in a 
row. 

Photographers gathered around the turn at the 
time commented on the aggressive and sym¬ 
bolic way in which the current beacon of world 
motocross disposed of his ailing foe. ‘It was 
normal; it is the same as what he usually does 
to me’ was the response to a post-race enquiry 
as to the necessity of the manoeuvre. 
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In truth it was probably in part wholly required 
as Cairoli had been buzzing around Desalle for 
almost two laps and the slippery Swedish dirt 
wasn’t so inviting for clean passes. Cairoli is no 
saint. Christophe Pourcel and Tommy Searle 
will testify to that after scrapes in past years 
but then neither is Desalle, against whom 


Shaun Simpson will gladly offer testimony this 
season. 

Sweden will stand as a footnote in the 2011 
MX1 title story. Yes Cairoli assumed control 
but Steven Frossard’s second - assured - vic¬ 
tory in his rookie campaign was masterful, 
and drew the Frenchman to within 22 points of 





the peak of the table. Evgeny Bobryshev was 
also staking further claim to the label of ‘most 
improved’ of the MX1 pile with a personal best 
runner-up slot. ‘I feel like normal, a normal 
guy’ the friendly and modest Russian said 
when asked if he was started to feel like a fac¬ 
tory rider. 


Sharing top billing at the GP was Ken Roc- 
zen with another 1-1 score in MX2. ‘I am still 
pushing 100% but perhaps now I am more 
focussed and looking to see how the race will 
be,’ the teenager said after beating his team¬ 
mate again as well as Gautier Paulin. ‘I am not 
dropping the hammer so quickly’. It didn’t look 











Max Anstie (99) posted a career 
best GP finish with 4th. Same story 
for Christophe Charlier who was 5th 
and fitter after his broken hand had 
healed. Do not miss Anstie’s rapping 
in the video opposite! 
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that way in Uddevalla but Roczen does seem to 
have shaken free that loose edge that has cast 
him to the floor recently. Not many would have 
tipped Jeffrey Herlings to be so consistent but 
he is keeping pace with Roczen in the points 
and forcing the German to remain sharp and 
careful. More regularity would benefit Tommy 


Searle and Zach Osborne who lost points 
through crashes and mechanical gripes. 

The clock is ticking furiously now for Desalle 
with two events in a fortnight coming up but if 
anything Sweden demonstrated that the 2011 
campaign is starting to get that little bit more 
serious, tasty and thoroughly engaging. 






Desalle’s performance was brave 
and measured. Even in a delicate 
state physically and mentally the 
Belgian was impressively fast 
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Jeffrey Herlings in the thick of it. Fellow 
podium-ee Gautier Paulin (21) is also 
looking for that inside 
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TEMPTING THE FATES... 

By Adam Wheeler 


A fantastic example of how unforeseeable 
(and ultimately enjoyable) the action in 
MX1 has been this season was apparent only 
seconds into the start of the first race on Sun¬ 
day. 

I was in the miniscule TV commentary booth 
with Paul Malin and felt reasonably confident 
to state that Clement Desalle was not in any 
kind of physical condition to be able to defend 
his world championship lead that afternoon. 

Of course his closest pursuer, Tony Cairoli, was 
itching to demote the Belgian. It was a bit of a 
no-brainer really. 

Both Paul and I were left a bit dumfounded 
when Cairoli tipped over the bars in just the 
second corner and restarted last as the pack 
disappeared around the lap. 

It was a development typical of the way the 
category has been progressing in 2011 with no 
rider yet to earn back-to-back successes and 
four different winners so far. 

The thirty-five minutes and two laps seemed to 
pass rapidly as we charted Cairoli’s enthralling 
comeback to fifth place, so much so that to 


check on Frossard’s shadowy pursuit of Bo¬ 
bryshev for the win was left to the fractions of 
a second shown on the timing screens. There 
was little airtime for the Frenchman. The scrap 
for third was epic with a wide cast and natu¬ 
rally Cairoli’s approach to overtaking Desalle 
was an edge-of-the-seat moment. 

You’ll never find a bluer hue of sky than in Swe¬ 
den. At least not at 2am when we finally left the 
media centre in a country where the concept 
of darkness is a little different for the rest of us 
Europeans. Again it had taken a while to write 
about this GP. With the stories surrounding 
Frossard, Desalle, Bobryshev, Paulin, Searle and 
Pourcel the FIM World Championship is show¬ 
ing no signs of petering out in terms of interest 
as the schedule keeps the gas firmly pinned. 
The second stint of three races in a row was 
starting to bring the first widespread comments 
of fatigue from riders with Osborne, De Dycker, 
Ramon and Goncalves all wondering where 
their energy reserves have gone. 

With the lingering Swedish light that didn’t feel 
so much of a problem for the press corps on 
this occasion. 










CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Steven Frossard, FRA 

Yamaha 

2 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

3 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

4 

Ken De Dycker, BEL 

Honda 

5 

Steve Ramon, BEL 

Suzuki 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 8 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

322 

2 

Clement Desalle 

312 

3 

Steven Frossard 

300 

4 

Max Nagl 

250 

5 

Evgeny Bobryshev 

244 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Ken Roczen, GER 

KTM 

2 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

3 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Yamaha 

4 

Max Anstie, GBR 

Kawasaki 

5 

Christophe Charlier, FRA 

Yamaha 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 8 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ken Roczen 

351 

2 

Jeffrey Herlings 

337 

3 

Tommy Searle 

286 

4 

Gautier Paulin 

276 

5 

Zach Osborne 

234 
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RIVALRIES RENEWED... 


K awasaki were kept busy with the rider con¬ 
tract announcements of Christophe Pour- 
cel, and Tommy Searle for a further two years 
in CLS/Pro Circuit Monster Energy Green. With 
Pourcel expected to be back at Teutschenthal 
- a hard-pack, fast and tight track in Germany 
- one week after the race in Sweden one of the 
hardest rivalries seen in recent years will be 
reinvigorated. 


In 2006 and 2007 Tony Cairoli (current MX1 
world champion) and Pourcel went head-to- 
head for the MX2 crown. Cairoli lost out to 
the Frenchman by just eighteen points in ’06 
but won his second title in ’07 before Pourcel 
waved goodbye to Europe. There seemed to be 
little love-lost between the immensely talented 
pair with several scrapes coming out of the 
start gates encouraging some tough words 
behind awning walls in the paddock. 


1 think I had the best battle of my career 
with him and it was nice to race against him 
because we have similar styles,’ Cairoli said 
diplomatically in Sweden. 


'I enjoyed riding with him and although 2007 
was tough, and 2006 also, I learnt a lot from 
Christophe because he has so much talent. It 
is interesting that he has come back here and 
he is one of a few from America now to make 
that move so that is good for the GPs.’ 


‘It was racing,’ Cairoli said when asked about 
the explosive encounters in ’07. ‘It is normal 
that you have some scratching when you are 
both pushing hard for the title. It was not to 
take him out or something on purpose, just 
close fighting.’ 





DESALLE BUSTED UP 


I ronically one of the defining moments in 
the 2011 FIM MX1 World Championship 
story took place not on a Grand Prix track 
but through the narrow and ill-suited Belgian 
course of Tongeren. 

It was there on national championship duty 
that Rockstar Suzuki’s Clement Desalle sepa¬ 
rated his right shoulder and split his left fore¬ 
finger open. After the first practice session in 
Uddevalla, six days later, the only comment the 
Belgian could muster about his feelings on the 
factory bike with which he has fronted the MX1 
series since round three was ‘shit’. 

A crash and hard-hit with a bump during 


the qualification heat led to pain in his other 
shoulder and during warm-up on a wet and 
windy Sunday morning he fell and tweaked his 
knee. It was an extreme set of circumstances 
for Desalle. He later admitted: ‘I found it very 
hard to accept’. 

Even though he was able to place 8th and 
7th against the proverbial ‘uphill’ in Sweden 
with Grands Prix in Germany and Latvia in 
consecutive weeks Desalle’s tangle with Red 
Bull Teka KTM rider Jeremy Van Horebeek in 
his home event could prove extremely costly. 
It re-opens the argument pointed towards the 
relevance of domestic competition for world 
title contenders. 
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Combining adventure and comfort from the most impressive landscapes un 
til the sultriness of the Arabic 1001 Nights. Riding hours through endless seen 
ery, swimming in oases, magnificent dinners under endless starry skies, treat 
ments in hamams and spending the night in tent camps around the campfire 
Mail or call for more information, dates and prices. Next tour dates 8-16 October 
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NEW AGE RIDERS 

by Adam Wheeler 



C hristophe Pourcel will have already gene¬ 
rated quite a few paragraphs even before 
the unpredictable Frenchman turns a wheel 
on what is the third comeback of a career that 
involves success on both sides of the Atlantic 
and just twenty-two years on the planet. 

Pourcel’s attitude, behaviour and actions have 
been analysed and reported extensively for the 
last half a decade since he came to prominence 
as a ferocious motorcycling talent. Eventually he 
would come to stare at you with complete apa¬ 
thy as the name ‘Jean Michel Bayle’ might have 
slipped your lips during an interview, such was 
the rate of comparison. 


my admiration for MotoGP World Champion 
Jorge Lorenzo. A seemingly consummate pro¬ 
fessional dedicated to his pursuits off the track 
(charity work with Caya-Africa, Talita and Anima 
as just a few examples) as much as on it. 

The Spaniard is a shining example of how a 
modern motorsport athlete needs to present 
himself to a booming digital audience. His media 
work is tireless, his adoption of Twitter (202,000 
followers) and Facebook (over 290,000 Likes) 
are examples of how he pulls and keeps his fan- 
base and gives vital exposure to any sponsors 
in what is always going to be a short but intense 
career. 


For some ‘377’, is another ‘bad guy’, not quite 
in the same stakes of villainy as perhaps the 
general impression of say Jason Lawrence, but 
an individual who suits the description by virtue 
of his non-conformity. Pourcel doesn’t appear to 
live by the normal rules of how a gifted athlete 
is expected to exist. 

His serious back/abdominal injury in 2007 
might have increased his stoicism towards follo¬ 
wing his own beliefs but the sense of mystery 
around his motives for a rider described by 
Mitch Payton as a ‘gifted talent...that was given 
a long leash’ is puzzling and fascinating. The 
Frenchman is a character in a very small corner 
of a wide sporting world where anti-establish¬ 
ment figures are increasingly rare, especially in 
this era of austerity. To simply be paid for doing 
something that you like or love has become an 
even richer commodity. 

I originally wanted to start this blog writing about 


Lorenzo gets involved in scrapes (Pedrosa and 
Simoncelli, which do not harm his profile), and 
is vocally honest in his assessments of mat¬ 
ters such as his motorcycle or state of the sport 
but carries an overall polished sheen. The kind 
of aura that allows three books to be published 
about the Mallorcan before he has even reached 
twenty-four years of age. 

Despite this appreciation there is something 
more sensationalist, or daring about Pourcel 
though. We (as in the press) can judge him, but 
he wouldn’t give a toss anyway. It’s hard to think 
of Lorenzo even putting himself in a position like 
that. There may be more at financial stake for a 
rider in MotoGP, but then surely this would give 
Pourcel even more cause to ‘play the game’ in the 
shrinking group of the motocross/supercross elite. 

It has become a cliche to acknowledge a sporting 
cliche. Even with his Pourcel’s Laissez Faire at¬ 
titude he still wouldn’t want to be one of those. 
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LORENZO RESTA: 

FROM THE FRYING PAN 


T he Team Manager of the factory Honda 
World Motocross crew is a classic exam¬ 
ple of a nice guy with a nice story. 37 year old 
Lorenzo Resta was renowned as the culinary 
talent that fed teams and riders in MotoGP, 
Superbike and the Motocross World Champion¬ 
ship until the Roman found his true calling in 
the latter arena. His passion and jovial person¬ 
ality complimented with a knack for overseeing 
the intricacies of a race team elevated him to 
his current role at the peak of the motorcycling 
giant’s MX works effort. 

Your situation is a fine case that if you are good 
with people then you can go places, especially 
in a small sport that is all about relationships... 

It is amazing really. When I arrived in moto¬ 
cross I didn’t even think about changing my 
job and when I was in World Superbike and 
MotoGP it was something that would have been 
impossible; the highest I could have aimed for 
would be the boss of a hospitality unit. Com¬ 
ing here [motocross] I believe there was more 
room and freedom to discover what else I 
could do and to also make an impression. In 
this sense Paolo [Martin, Team Owner] did a 
lot for me and listened to me. I’ve always liked 
to be with people all my life and also get really 
involved in what I do. This job is not easy be¬ 
cause we spend a lot of time away from home 
and the work at the races is intense; whether 
it’s getting everything organised, trying to man¬ 
age the set-up in all sort of weather conditions 
or making sure a group of guests feel welcome. 


I’ve discovered that there are many things I can 
do in this ‘world’ here and I try to keep a good 
relationship with everyone in this paddock. I 
feel very lucky to do this and get paid! 

What about the Motocross paddocks compared 
to Superbike and MotoGP? 

They are very different. I think this world is a 
bit more authentic. If you have a good job and 
you are able to do it well and have a good crew 
around you then I find its possible to have real 
relationships with people and that’s difficult in 
MotoGP. I was there in 2003 and my contract 
was to be chef, nothing more. I was forbid¬ 
den to speak with people from other teams. 

It is a different place. Superbike around the 
end of the 1990s and the start of the century 
was fantastic. We were a big family. Now it 
has changed a little. Our sport here is great. 

We have a very good level when it comes to 
the athletes, the bikes, the mechanics and the 
presentation and at the end of the weekend we 
can still all talk and share a beer. The atmos¬ 
phere is different. 

Did you find that Honda, sponsors and maybe 
some other people had a little bit of a different 
attitude towards you? As in ‘why are we talk¬ 
ing to this guy that came from the kitchen?’ 

In the beginning I was worried a little bit by 
this but then I thought ‘it all depends on how 
I present myself and I found the reaction was 
very positive with people recognising the job I 
was doing and the steps I was taking to change 
my profession. 



LORENZO RESTA 


You are in charge of a big and visually impres¬ 
sive operation. Do you ever get a bit worried 
about the responsibility of it all? 

Sometimes! Once or twice I have been having 
a meeting with Paolo on a Saturday and have 
thought how much easier it would be in the 
kitchen and not having to worry about these 
decisions we were facing. My family helps me a 
lot with keeping my feet on the ground and al¬ 
though you have the feeling that the job carries 
more responsibility, it is nice to feel that you are 
still the same guy you were a few years ago. 

If you don’t mind me saying the only thing 
you seem to be missing as a team are the top 
results, the GP wins and titles... 

It’s absolutely true and we had a big discus¬ 
sion in the team last week because I was happy 
with the second moto in France but some guys 
weren’t because we just missed out on the 
podium. I have a of respect for the other riders 
and other teams and I think where we are at 
the moment - top five, top six - is our position. 
Apart from Steven Frossard, who is arguably 
the rookie of the year and was 3rd in the MX2 
championship in 2010, all the others have been 
at the top in MX1 for a few years and they are 
making a very good job. Our goal is to make 
the top five with one of our riders [Evgeny 
Bobryshev and Rui Goncalves] by the end of 
the season. If we can win a race that would be 
fantastic because it has been a while, Lierop in 
Holland at the end of 2008, was the last time. 
When the first victory will arrive it will not be 
the end of our efforts but the beginning. Our 
guys are working really hard; from the kitchen 
to the mechanics to the truck drivers, everyone 
is pushing. We are missing a win, but it is our 
target and we won’t stop. 
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REDBUD 

MICHIGAN ■ JULY 3RD 

450 winner: Chad Reed, Honda 
250 winner: Blake Baggett, Kawasaki 






Cyclops could not eliminate 
his enemies on this occasion 


I t’s clear now that Chad Reed’s reputation as a 
“supercross specialist” may be dubious. Sure, 
he hadn’t won an outdoor championship in his 
career until a couple years ago in 2009 - in¬ 
cluding his time racing in Australia and Europe 
- and had won lots of supercross races and 
titles, but a big part of that issue is that he had 


to race Ricky Carmichael and James Stewart. 
Those are the only two guys in the history of 
the sport who have recorded perfect seasons. 
And Chad Reed has had to race against them 
throughout his entire AMA outdoor career. 

If you take those two guys out of the equation 
Reed could’ve won quite a few titles outdoors 





over the years, or at least been leading quite a 
few when he got hurt. 

Reed hit his stride outdoors in 2009 with his 
first crown and even though he was never all 
that comfortable on the bike he won the open¬ 
ing round in 2010 on a Kawasaki as well. Now, 
Reed leads the 2011 title chase with his own 


team, racing on factory Honda equipment 


But it’s not just that he’s leading the title, it’s 
how he’s doing it. His worst moto finish was 
fifth place in the first outing at High Point, 
where he rebounded to win moto two. His 
scorecard looks like this: 2-1-1-1-5-1-3-1-3-3-1-3 






Incredible heat in Michigan 
and this water truck is not 
hosing the public 


That’s usually the kind of form it takes to win 
a championship and if there’s anything we 
know about Chad Reed throughout his career 
it’s that he’s consistent. He always has been. 
RedBud marked Chad Reed’s fourth overall 
victory in the first six rounds. While one of 
those was a bit of a gift, when Ryan Dungey’s 


bike quit with a lap and a half to go in the 
second moto in Texas, there are no other pre 
sents in the bunch. He flat-out owned those 
races and the only round where Reed has 
failed to win a moto was in Colorado, where 
he went 3-3. 











Dean Wilson strapped the red plate 
on his Kawasaki after proceedings 
had finished at Redbud 


After Colorado, Ryan Villopoto had pulled to 
within eight points of Reed in the title chase 
but then Villopoto tumbled at the start of moto 
one at RedBud and although he ran away with 
the second race, Villopoto fell to 16 points be¬ 
hind Reed by the end of the day. And Dungey 
is a further six points behind RV. 


Reed’s in the driver’s seat right now and more 
than anything RedBud showed one thing: 

Even when he has an off day, like he did in 
Colorado, the Ryans will have to be ready for 
Reed to come out swinging every week for the 
rest of this title chase. 







250 DEMON... 

By Steve Cox 


B lake Baggett is the fastest guy in the 2011 
Lucas Oil/AMA Pro Motocross Champion¬ 
ships in the 250 class. Period. He has had a 
few issues with consistency this year but those 
look to be turning around now. The Monster 
Energy/Pro Circuit Kawasaki racer has now 
won four of the six Nationals run this year, and 
three of those races he took with 1-1 scores 
including the last two in a row. 

Four motos in a row now, Blake Baggett has 
won in dominant fashion and at both Nation¬ 
als - Colorado and RedBud - he won the first 
moto coming from behind, then got the hole- 
shot in the second one and disappeared. At 
RedBud, though, Baggett actually had pressure 
until about halfway distance from team-mate 
and points leader Dean Wilson. 

At halfway, Baggett looked back, saw Wilson, 
then turned it up a notch. All of a sudden, 
you could actually see he was attacking the 


turns harder, scrubbing the jumps harder, and 
in general just killing it for the next few laps. 
When he looked back again, Wilson was gone. 

1 figured I’d try and put in a sprint for three 
laps and see if he could hang with me,’ Bag¬ 
gett said after the race. ‘If he did hang, I was 
going to back it down a notch and then do it 
again with a couple of laps to go, but he didn’t, 
so I didn’t have to do that.’ 

And that’s the frightening thing about Baggett 
right now: when he’s on, he is so fast that he 
can comfortably lead a race with his biggest 
competition right on his tail, and he still has 
a whole other gear he can change into if he 
needs it. And that’s something no one else on 
the track at this moment. 

If he stays healthy, this championship is Bag¬ 
gett’s to lose. And that’s saying something 
when he hasn’t led the points since Hangtown. 



AMA-MX CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


AMA 450 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Chad Reed, AUS 

Honda 

2 

Ryan Dungey, USA 

Suzuki 

3 

Ryan Villopoto, USA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Brett Metcalfe, AUS 

Suzuki 

5 

Mike Alessi, USA 

KTM 


AMA 450 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 6 OF 12 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Chad Reed 

268 

2 

Ryan Villopoto 

252 

3 

Ryan Dungey 

246 

4 

Brett Metcalfe 

178 

5 

Davi Millsaps 

173 


AMA 250 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Blake Baggett, USA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Dean Wilson, GBR 

Kawasaki 

3 

Tyla Rattray, RSA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Kyle Cunningham, USA 

Yamaha 

5 

Broc Tickle, USA 

Kawasaki 


AMA 250 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 6 OF 12 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Dean Wilson 

258 

2 

Blake Baggett 

244 

3 

Tyla Rattray 

242 

4 

Eli Tomac 

176 

5 

Kyle Cunningham 

163 









































NEWS 

ON THEIR KNEES... 


H onda’s Josh Grant had been out of racing 
nearly the whole year while he recovered 
from knee surgery but he came back to at 
Budds Creek. One week later though he was 
left limping at the end of the day in Colorado. 
He had twisted his other knee and wasn’t sure 
he’d be able to return to racing at RedBud. 

He had an MRI, and things looked okay, so he 
returned to action. He’s hobbled but he can 


race for now. His former Lites SX champion¬ 
ship rival Davi Millsaps had a similar issue at 
RedBud. Millsaps led much of the first moto 
before falling back to third behind Chad Reed 
and Ryan Dungey, but in moto two he fin¬ 
ished a lowly 13th. Why? He twisted his knee. 
He finished the moto but he’s going to get it 
checked out. We may not know more until just 
before the next round in two weeks at Millville, 










WEIMER’S TOUGH DAY 


T he old rule for qualifying in the AMA Na¬ 
tionals stated that where you qualified 
with your best lap-time was the gate pick you 
would get in both motos during the day. But in 
2011, that rule changed. Now, qualifying gets 
you your moto-one gate pick, but moto two is 
determined by your finishing position in moto 
one. This has bitten a few guys this year and at 
RedBud it bit Jake Weimer. Weimer has never 


been great in timed qualifying but he managed 
10th at RedBud, then pulled the holeshot in 
the first moto. He was running fifth when his 
bike’s rear brake began to lock up on him and 
he was forced out. Which meant he got the 
36th pick in moto two. He managed to slug out 
a ninth place but that’s not a good representa¬ 
tion of his speed at the moment. Luckily, there 
are still six rounds left. 
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WHEN IT REALLY MATTERS... 

by Steve Cox 



I learned a few years ago what really matters 
in life. I know it sounds dumb but when you 
make your living writing about and shooting 
photos of motocross racing, perspective can 
be skewed pretty easily. 


When you look at all of the people who have 
lost a loved one it seems ridiculous not only 
to take note of who is fast and why, or who is 
injured and what that means for the champi¬ 
onship, but to even care. 


You can start to believe that issues in mo¬ 
tocross racing really matter. But although I 
won’t ignore them, since it is my job, I think 
it’s healthy to keep a proper perspective on 
things and the truth is that motocross racing 
is a sport. 

It’s a pastime. It’s not a big deal. Nothing that 
happens in motocross racing matters in real 
life. 

That is until it does. 


So, while just about everything else I write 
about in this issue will surround the racing, 
and who won, and who was injured, and all of 
this sort of stuff, the truth is that it doesn’t re¬ 
ally matter. There’s only one thing that matters 
in life, and that’s the people in it and how you 
treat each other and the only event that really 
mattered at RedBud is that a lot of people lost 
someone they loved. The rest is all bullshit. 

RIP Josh Lichtle. 


RedBud was a hot one this year - one of the 
hottest races in the last few years, for sure, 
when accounting for heat index (the combina¬ 
tion of outright temperature and humidity). 
And unfortunately the sport lost a friend due 
to the heat. 

Josh Lichtle, a former top amateur prospect 
who has been racing pro since 2005, never 
got the ‘big break’ he hoped for but it didn’t 
stop his enthusiasm for the sport. A Michigan 
native, he raced RedBud during a break in the 
Canadian Nationals, and the heat got to him. 

He was taken to the hospital after the race 
with heat stroke, ended up comatose, and 
then passed away about a day later. Lichtle 
would’ve turned 24 next month. 
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